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'  PREFACE. 

I  May-day,  1852,  saw  the  first  number  of  the  Englishwoman’s 
I  Domestic  Magazine  published,  and  the  first  volume  was  completed 
!  now  four  years  since.  That  first  volume  was  a  speculation,  and  none 
I  could  tell  if  it  would  prosper,  or  go  the  way  of  so  many  other  publi¬ 
cations.  It  succeeded,  and  the  last  four  volumes  of  the  Magazine  bear 
evidence  as  to  its  increased  prosperity  in  the  greatly  improved  character 
of  all  its  contents.  Continued  improvement  we  promise  shall  still  be 
visible  in  the  pages  6f  the  sixth  volume,  and  we  ask  of  all  our  sub¬ 
scribers  (especially  those  who  have  had  solid  testimony  of  our  liberality 
in  the  distribution  of  the  annual  prizes)  to  make  the  name  of  the 
Englishwoman's  Domestic  Magazine  widely  known  amongst  their 
friends  and  acquaintances. 

Although  the  past  twelve  months  have  hardly  been  favourable  to 
the  sale  of  periodicals,  in  consequence  of  the  heavy  taxation  necessi¬ 
tated  by  the  late  war  with  Russia,  and  also  (as  all  our  British  house¬ 
keepers  know)  the  exceedingly  high  price  of  all  commodities,  yet  we 
have  increased  the  number  of  our  subscribers  nearly  ten  thousand 
I  since  the  issue  of  our  fourth  volume  last  year. 

j  We  will  now  say  a  few  words  as  to  the  future,  and  point  out  to  our 
I  subscribers  one  or  two  questions  which  are  engaging  the  public  atten- 
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tion  at  this  time,  and  most  intimately  concern  the  interests  of  English¬ 
women.  The  first  of  these  is — the  alteration  of  the  Law  of  Divorce, 
and  we  intend  to  call  in  the  aid  of  the  ablest  pens  in  England  to  de¬ 
scribe  the  nature  of  this  and  all  other  laws  afiecting  the  fair  sex. 
Another  important  subject  is  the  education  of  girls,  and  on  this  we 
shall  present  to  our  readers  some  papers  of  a  most  interesting  nature. 
Some  articles  will  also  appear  on  the  emplo^'mcnt  of  women  in  branches 
of  manufacture  suited  to  their  strength  and  capabilities. 

All  the  Tales  and  Sketches  in  the  forthcoming  volume  of  the 
Magazine  will  be  original,  and  will  be  written  by  a  staff  of  unexcelled 
authors.  “  The  Doctor”  being  finished,  we  shall  have  more  space  for 
recipes  and  other  household  requirements,  and  we  doubt  not  that  we 
shall  succeed  in  endeavouring  to  make  our  humble  publication  a  small 
means  of  assistance  and  pleasure  to  the  happy  homes  of  our  numerous 
subscribers. 


Londun,  18,  Bouverie  Street,  April,  18a7. 
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